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Our priorities in 2017 were: 

Increasing the numbers and engagement of animal advocates, hosting bi-weekly volunteer meetings 
focused on a specific topic, providing training for various forms of outreach, and offering a huge variety of 
events through our Meetup groups, one of which grew in 2017 to nearly 3,000 members!

Providing resources and support for local animal issues, from starting a petition to the court in a 
local animal torture case signed by over 34,000 people and supporting the victim through the process, to 
protesting cruel local events such as “exotic” animal races, to working with dozens of local citizens to find the 
help they need as they seek justice for animals. 

Supporting an ever-increasing network of individuals in their goal of going vegan, we have assisted 
thousands of people in their efforts through our Minneapolis Vegan Meetup group, Vegan University 
workshops and events, one-on-one vegan mentor program, grocery shopping tours, cooking classes, and 
Feed Me Vegan cooking show.

Expanding our reach by increasing social media presence and partnering with other local organizations 
such as Chicken Run Rescue for community-building and educational events, work on specific issues, and 
participating in many other local events such as farmers markets.

Ashley Riddle
ARC Program Director

What makes ARC different than other animal advocacy 
groups? We focus on justice and liberation for ALL animals. 
From farmed animals to those used in entertainment, for 
fashion, and for testing, we believe that animals matter for 
their own reasons and should not be used by human beings 
for profit, pleasure, or amusement.

2017: Focus on Justice for Animals

We are proudly committed to an 
abolitionist philosophy.

It’s so important that we keep a strong focus 
on justice for ALL animals, those used for food, 

entertainment, testing, and fashion.

Rest assured that ARC will continue our mission to educate the public about these issues. A huge thank you 
to all our volunteers and donors for your gifts of time, funds, materials and services. With your passion and 
dedication, we are making headway towards our shared goal of justice for all animals.



2017 By the Numbers

10,252 Pieces of literature about animal issues distributed at 29 large outreach events

Events held by Minneapolis Vegan Meetup including 23 dineouts, 18 workshops, and  
33 other events
 
Samples of vegan food given out at 10 different events

Virtual Reality Pay Per View events at which hundreds of people viewed interactive 3D videos 
about the lives of farmed animals

Furs donated to our Cuddle Coats program. 1,200 fur pieces sent to our wildlife rehabilitation 
partners

Events focused on plant-based eating, including cooking classes, discussion groups, and nutrition 
and meal planning workshops.

Feed Me Vegan episodes filmed and available on YouTube and Northwest Community Television

Meetup events through Animal Rights Meetup which grew to nearly 400 members

Demonstrations to educate the public about trophy hunting, pet stores selling animals from 
commercial breeders, the circus, fur, and exotic animal races at Canterbury Downs

Signature event attendees (Turkey-Free Friendsgiving, Vegan Hotdish Cookoff, Vegan Waffle Party)
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New in 2017, we:  

• Began our Farmers Market program at 5 different markets with 23 dates, where we distributed   
 information about plant-based eating and recipes to hundreds of interested people attending the   
 markets. 

• Expanded our corporate outreach, exhibiting and providing vegan food samples at the Cigna Health Fair.   

• Created and publicized a petition for Justice for Marcus the cat, the victim of abuse that ultimately killed  
 him. The petition garnered over 34,000 supporters and was sent to the case’s judge and prosecutor.  

• Did outreach in new venues such as the Duluth Shrine Circus, the Minnesota Science Teacher’s   
 convention, and City Center Market in Cambridge. 

• Presented new workshops such as virtual reality training sessions, new ways to advocate for animals,   
 vegan meal planning, vegan nutrition, volunteer orientations, raw veganism, and why palm oil is bad  
 for  animals. 



 

INCOME 
Individual donations: $186,909.00*  
Programs: $1,002.00  
Other: $10,651.00  
Total: $198,562.00 
*includes non-cash in kind donations 

ARC is a non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
corporation. We use our funds in the most 
cost-effective and efficient manner possible, a 
commitment illustrated by the fact that 92% of 
our operating expenses went directly to programs 
fighting animal exploitation in our community. 
We spent only 3.6% on fundraising efforts that 
drive our operations and 3.4% on administrative 
expenses.

EXPENSES 
Programs: $167,921.00 
Fundraising: $6,517.00 
Administrative: $6,238.00 
Total: $180,676.00

2017 Financial Report
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